Under the heading "Tassie on top" I noticed in the Mercury of Tuesday October 13th on the front page the words" Tasmania scored highest in terms of jobs and population growth and the start of new housing construction."

These words imply that in some way population growth is a measure of economic wellbeing and that in some way the two are connected. Population growth may reflect in a rising GDP but it is the per capita numbers that matter. Besides, as the Dali Lama would suggest "growth" per se is not necessarily equated to the "wellbeing" or the "happiness" of the population, and on the downside increases the “take” from a planet struggling to provide and denudes “natural capital”.
Population growth and per capita economic growth are not connected. For the proof of this consider the Chinese, they have been able to rightly or wrongly curtail population growth and yet they are the strongest "growth" economy in the world.

Whoever wrote the story is not to be blamed for their ignorance as he or she is not alone. The same notion permeates the government and business including the TCCI.
At a recent TCCI function where all our political leaders spoke I had a few words with our own Bruce Felmingham about the issue and he made it quite clear that as long as older retiring people continued to spend the economy would continue just fine.

Bruce, I am sure you can put all this better than I can given the limited time I have to explore the issue. Besides you are a better economist. Please do so in your next column.
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